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The Student's Handbook of Surgical Operations.
By Sir Frederick Treves, Bart., K.C.V.O.,
C.B., LL.D., F.R.C.S., Sergeant Surgeon-in\x=req-\
Ordinary to H. M. the King, Consulting Surgeon
to the London Hospital. New edition. Re-
vised by the Author and Jonathan Hutchinson,
Jun., F.R.C.S., Surgeon to the London Hos-
pital. With 121 illustrations. Abridged from
the Author's " Manual of Operative Surgery."
Chicago: W. T. Keener & Co. 1904.
This small handbook has been written to assist

students in passing their final examinations and
to do operations on the dead body. It is an
abridgment of the author's " Manual of Opera-
tive Surgery." It certainly must be very con-
venient for students, but it does not contain
sufficiently explicit directions to be valuable as
an Operative Surgery. It would make an excel-
lent ready reference book to recall the principal
points to be considered in an operation. Some of
the author's operations have, in the opinion of
the reviewer, been replaced by better operations.
Unconscious Therapeutics; or the Personality of
thePhysician. By Alfred T. Schofield, M.D.,
M.R.C.S. Small 8vo. pp. xii, 317. Philadel-
phia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1904.
The various forms of psycho-therapeutics

—hypnotism, suggestion, and the like —receive little
attention in this volume, which treats especiallyof the unconscious factors in healing which are
derived from the personality of the physician him-
self; and the writer, with much emphasis and
reiteration, urges that more stress be laid upon
this factor in medical education. A suggestive
chapter, which may be recommended to every
physician, is written by a patient from her point
of view, especially upon the consultant's waiting
room. To many, of course, the book will seem
trite and commonplace, even suggestive of the
manual of etiquette, but in spite of too great
diffuseness and repetition, it contains many use-
ful suggestions and will repay perusal.
A Philosophy of Therapeutics. By Eldridge C.
Price, M.D. Baltimore, Md.: Nunn & Co.
307 pages.
The author believes that the foundation of medi-

cal education is a knowledge of medical ethics.
We should cure the patient and not the disease.
Antipathy and homeopathy constitute two thera-
peutic principles; the former may be applicable
in either acute or chronic conditions, the latter is
most frequently applicable in acute conditions.
Concerning the relation between drugs and the
human organism, drugs do not act; it is the
organism itself into which they may be intro-
duced, which acts. This force, inherent in the
organism, upon which their effect depends, is
the all-important vis medicatrix natures. In the
administration of drugs, a correct diagnosis is
the most important aid, but is not absolutely
indispensable to successful therapeutics. The
best the physician can do is to " cover " the

majority of the patient's pathological manifesta-
tions. Alternation of drugs should be avoided,
if possible. In the study of drug effects, a stand-
ard dosage should be adopted.
The author's attempt to outline the under-

lying principles, upon which therapeutics is
based, and his effort to systematize them into
laws for the guidance of practice are of interest
to the philosopher. The data for such laws is
very uncertain, largely unproved and, as yet,
also incapable of proof. A diversion of medical
attention from the importance of diagnosis for
successful treatment, we regard as a step back-
ward rather than forward in medical therapeutics.
We do not believe that therapeutics canever besuc-
cessful until it concerns itself primarily with the
eradication of the cause of the patient's disease.

Bacteriology and Surgical Technic for Nurses. By
Emily M. A. Stoney, Superintendent of the
Training School for Nurses, St. Anthony's
Hospital, Rock Island, Ill.; author of " Practi-
cal Points in Nursing," " Practical Materia
Medica for Nurses," etc. Second edition.
Thoroughly revised and enlarged. By Fred-
eric Richardson Griffith, M.D. (Univ. of
Penn.), of New York, Surgeon, Fellow of the
New York Academy of Medicine. Illustrated.
Philadelphia, New York, London: W. B.
Saunders & Co. 1905.
This is a very good handbook of bacteriology

and surgical technique for nurses. The illustra-
tions are old and conventional. The subject of
bacteriology and antisepsis is fairly well pre-
sented, yet the more recent work of Harrington
regarding the value of antisepsis is not mentioned.
The surgical technique is very good and the care of
the patient after operation is excellent. An
excellent glossary is appended, and on the whole
the book makes a satisfactory textbook of the
subjects of which it treats.
The Diseases of Society. (The Vice and Crime
Problem.) By G. Frank Lydston, M.D.
Small 8vo, pp. 626. With 184 illustrations.
Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 1904.
A number of years ago the author of the pres-

ent volume was the joint author of a valuable
study of the skulls of certain criminals. A similar
study, with a large collection of portraits of crimi-
nals, is to be found in the present volume. The
rest of the volume deals with the various social
problems of vice and crime, with degeneracy and
genius, and the causes and remedies for the
various social evils. The author confesses that
his views are radical and perhaps pessimistic.
Such views may be warranted, but his data seem
too untrustworthy to warrant any views. They
seem collected from all sorts of sources, many of
which are of doubtful value. The phrenology
of Gall and the sexual functions of the cerebellum
win considerable credence. The hysterical note
of over emphasis is dominant. The book is
entertaining, in parts, but it is popular science
à la Hearst.
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